V

Then this is our task: to,release this force and to
harness it not to evil but to good. Unless we can
succeed in this task we will fail against Nazism. Or I
can put it in another way. Our chance of making the
next step forward, in human progress rests upon our
ability to understand and accept not one proposition
but two. The first, which we learn from the past, is
that there can be no higher value than the well-being
of the individual. The second, which we are beginning
to learn from the present, is that it is not the nature
of the individual to desire to seek his own particular
well-being in isolation.

Now Nazism denies the first of these two propositions.
The order which Nazism overthrew, that is to say the
order under which \ve ourselves lived at any rate until
1939, denies the second. We shall not defeat the way
of life which denies the first if we advocate and cham-
pion the way of life which denies the second, In
physical victory or in defeat, in war or in armistice, in
truce or in peace, this is inescapable. However difficult
it may be, we must establish a way of life which
reconciles the "two. This is our supreme task.

Moreover, this means that the argument of this book
is wholly independent of any developments that may
occur in the war situation. If we are crushed by
Nazism, it is these ideas which we will have to nourish
in secret till we can rise again. Under a total Nazi
onslaught we will need these ideas to give us enthusiasm
to endurer In a long war we will need these ideas to
sustain our own courage, to win new allies, and
ultimately to shatter the enthusiasm of the Germans
for Nazism. In a temporary truce we will need these
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